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Original spelling, punctuation and grammar have been preserved. Extra spaces have been added 
between sentences to improve readability, because no end of sentence punctuation was used in the 
original letter.

Note: "inst" was commonly used in 19th century correspondence to indicate "next" in dates.  For 
example, "11 inst" means "the next 11th".  "Monday inst" means "next Monday", etc.

Hiram would have been 45 years of age at the time of this letter and Alice, who was a teacher in public 
school at Cotton, Texas at the time, would have been almost 22 years old.

Hiram’s first wife, Jennie Robbins McAdams had previously died on October 24, 1886 about 5 years 
earlier than this writing.

McAdams 
          Jan 24, 1891

Miss Alice Dear Friend

I wil write this eavning onst more but feel that it is in vaine. when I recived your last note I was 
very much in curiged. I thought perhaps you had concluded to reconsider and except but now I 
think different. I think that you are one of the gratest mysteries that I ever saw.

my poore wonded hart had just a bout gotton over the wond that you had given me be fore when 
you wrote me to call. now what shal I do shal I call or not. I never have thought that your desire 
was to flirt with me or anny one else. You just told me that you would never treat me coolly or 
stite me but you have broke my hart and that is worse than all.

Miss Alice I have often expressed my self to you pretty freeley more than I should I guess on 
moore than is good for me. if you desire me to call I would be glad to do so at anny time. Please 
let me hear from you at your earliest convinnance. Your Sincier Friend

H.A. McAdams 
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